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CLASS VIII
ANNUAL EXAMINATION (2023-24)
HISTORY AND SOCIAL POLITICAL LIFE
MARKING KEY

SET B1/B2
SETB1|SET B2 Value Points Marks
QL. Q3. | Two statements are given in the question below as Assertion 1

(A) and Reasoning (R). Read the statements and choose the
appropriate option.

Assertion: The revenues from India could finance Company
expenses. These revenues could be used to purchase cotton and
silk textiles in India, maintain Company troops, and meet the cost
of building the Company fort and offices at Calcutta.

Reason: In 1765 the Mughal emperor appointed the Company
as the Diwan of the provinces of Bengal

Ans:
A. Both A and R are true, and R is the correct explanation of A

Q2. Q2. | Read the given story board and mention the function or purpose 1
that a Constitution serves in India.

Anil, you will have to
stay back after school
today and write ‘I will
not disobey the class
monitor’ a 100 times.

Suresh is the class monitor. He is a When Mrs Rao returns to the class
bully. His classmates are not too fond
of him. Mrs Rao, the class teacher, has
to leave the classroom on some urgent

Ma'am, while you were away,
Anil kept talking loudly and

disturbing the class. He would
not listen to me.

work. She asks Suresh to mind the class.
Suresh starts picking on Anil,

But .. Ma'am ... |
did not do anything!

Anil, today | am going to
report you to Mrs Rao.
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In democratic societies, the Constitution often lays down rules
that guard against this misuse of authority by our political leaders

Qs. Q1. | Inthe Northwestern Provinces of the Bengal Presidency (most of
this area is now in Uttar Pradesh), an Englishman called Holt
Mackenzie devised the new system which came into effect in
1822.

A. Permanent Settlement
B. Ryotwari Settlement
C. Mahalwari Settlement.
D. The Munro System
Ans:

C. Mahalwari Settlement.

Q4. Q6. | The Opposition parties play a critical role in the healthy
functioning of a democracy.
Options:
I. They highlight drawbacks in various policies and programmes
of the government
I1. ask questions to the government whereby they are alerted to
their shortcomings.
I11. Appoint ministers to work with the Prime Minister to
implement decisions who then take charge of different areas of
government functioning like health, education, finance.
I'VV. mobilize popular support for their own policies.
Consider the following statements on the role of the
opposition and select the answer using the codes given
below:
Options:
A. 111 T and 1V
B. Il &Il11 only
C.iLI &IV
D.I, 1 &IV
Ans:
D.ILII &1V

Q5. Q4. Based on the information given, identify who the Social

Reformer is?

i. He claimed that before Aryan rule, there existed a golden age
when warrior-peasants tilled the land and ruled the Maratha
countryside in just and fair ways.
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ii. He proposed that Shudras and Ati Shudras should unite to
challenge caste discrimination.

iii. The Satyashodhak Samaj, that he founded, propagated caste
equality.

iv. He wrote a book named Gulamgiri, meaning slavery and
dedicated his book to all those Americans who had fought to
free slaves, thus establishing a link between the conditions of the
“lower” castes in India and the black slaves in America.

Options:

A. Shri Narayana Guru

B. Jyotirao Phule

C. E.V. Ramaswamy Naicker or Periyar
D. Dr. B. R. Ambedkar

Ans:
B. Jyotirao Phule

Q6. Q5. | Often times in the recent past it has been difficult for a single
political party to get the majority that is required to form the
government. They then join together with different political
parties who are interested in similar concerns to form what is
known as a:

A. Minority Government
B. Majority Government
C. Coalition Government
D. Provisional Government
Ans: C. Coalition Government
Q7. Q8. | Based on the information given, identify who the person is?

i. He was the adopted son of the late Peshwa Baji Rao who lived
near Kanpur

ii. He gathered armed forces and expelled the British garrison
from the city

iii. He proclaimed himself Peshwa.

iv. He declared that he was a governor under Emperor Bahadur
Shah Zafar.

Options:

A. Birjis Qadr
B. Tantia Tope
C. Kunwar Singh
D. Nana Saheb

AnNs:
D. Nana Saheb
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Q8.

Qo.

Two statements are given in the question below as Assertion
(A) and Reasoning (R). Read the statements and choose the
appropriate option.

Assertion: Adivasi societies are radically different from
communities organized around principles of jati-varna (caste) or
those that were ruled by kings.

Reason: Adivasi societies are also most distinctive because
there is often much hierarchy among them.

AnNs:
C. Aistrue, but R is false.

Qo.

Q7.

Moving away from British classification, historians have usually
divided Indian history into ‘ancient’, ‘medieval’ and ‘modern’.
This division too has its problems.

I. It is a periodization that is borrowed from the West where the
modern period was associated with the growth of all the forces
of modernity — science, reason, democracy, liberty and equality.
I1. Medieval was a term used to describe a society where these
features of modern society did not exist.

I11. Under the British rule people did not have equality, freedom
or liberty.

V. Nor was the period one of economic growth and progress.

Options:

A LT T and TV
B. 11 & 111 only
C.1L &IV
D.I, I &IV

Ans: A. 1, I, 11l and 1V

Q10.

Q11.

“Mahatma Gandhi argued that colonial education created a sense
of inferiority in the minds of Indians.” In the light of the given
statement, explain Gandhiji’s view on Education in India.

Ans:

Mahatma Gandhi wanted an education system which could help
the Indians

rediscover their past glory and culture.

> He believed that an ability to read and write did not mean
education.

> He argued that understanding the moral and practical ethos of
life were more
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Q10.

necessary aspects of education.
> He emphasized on skill formation.
OR
“The experience of his schooldays in Calcutta shaped Tagore’s
ideas of education.” In this context:
A. Name the school set up by Rabindranath Tagore.
B. Briefly explain the reasons behind him setting up such a
school.

A.Rabindranath Tagore established a school called Santiniketan
near Calcutta.
B> This school was set up in rural settings where the students
could be closer to the nature.

> He was in favour of allowing the student to explore natural
creativity.
> He thought that such an environment will help students grow
better.

“This SC and ST Prevention of Atrocities Act was framed in
1989 in response to demands made by Dalits and others that the
government must take seriously the ill treatment and humiliation
Dalits and tribal groups face in an everyday sense.”

With reference to the given context, explain three main
provisions of the SC and ST Prevention of Atrocities Act
(1989).

The Act distinguishes several levels of crimes and prohibits ill-
deeds, humiliation and

exploitation of Dalits. Following discriminatory Acts are
prohibited-

A. Forcing a member of a Scheduled Caste or a Scheduled Tribe
to drink or eat any inedible

or obnoxious substance;

B. Dispossessing them off their land, home or area

C. Occupying their land/field etc through wrong means or
forcefully.

D. Dishonouring or disrespecting Dalit women.

E. Compelling or forcing a member of a SC or a ST to do 'begar’
or forced/ bonded labour.

50f11




Q11.

“In pre-colonial India, empires heavily depended on Adivasis
for the crucial access to forest resources. This is radically
contrary to our image of Adivasis today as somewhat marginal
and powerless communities.”

With reference to the given context, analyze three reasons due to
which the Adivasi communities are subjected to marginalization.
Ans:

A.COLONISATION- During the foreign domination in India,
Britishers occupied forests for their own industrial
development and displaced adivasis from their own land/ own
native place.

B. INDUSTRIALISATION- After Independence too, adivasis faced
problems as the Government took over their land area for
mining, building multipurpose river valley projects/ dams,
cultivation etc.

C.MILITARISATION- In the North-East, maximum area still
remains under militarisation.

D.CONSTRUCTION OF NATIONAL PARKS & SANCTUARIES- India
has 101 national parks and 543 wildlife sanctuaries. These are
areas where tribes originally lived but were evicted and
displaced from there.

E. MIGRATION-Having gradually lost access to their traditional
homelands, many Adivasis have migrated to cities in search of
work and employed for very low wages in local industries or at
building or construction sites which leads to their social
isolation in cities and face malnourishment.

Q12.

Q12.

Read the extract given below and answer the questions that
follow: -

“These debates were often initiated by Indian reformers and
reform groups. One such reformer was Raja Rammohun Roy
(1772-1833). He founded a reform association known as the
Brahmo Sabha (later known as the Brahmo Samaj) in Calcutta.
People such as Rammohun Roy are described as reformers
because they felt that changes were necessary in society, and
unjust practices needed to be done away with. They thought that
the best way to ensure such changes was by persuading people
to give up old practices and adopt a new way of life. Rammohun
Roy was keen to spread the knowledge of Western education in
the country and bring about greater freedom and equality for
women. He wrote about the way women were forced to bear the

6 of 11




burden of domestic work, confined to the home and the kitchen,
and not allowed to move out and become educated.”

Q12. 1 Name the reform association founded by Rammohun
Roy in Calcutta.

Ans:

Brahmo Sabha (later known as the Brahmo Samaj) in Calcutta.

Q12.2 Against which evil practice did Raja Rammohun Roy
campaign.

Ans:

Sati pratha

Q12. 3 Analyze the strategy adopted by Rammohun that was
used by later reformers as well.

Ans:

The strategy adopted by Rammohun was used by later reformers
as well. Whenever they wished to challenge a practice that
seemed harmful, they tried to find a verse or sentence in the
ancient sacred texts that supported their point of view. They then
suggested that the practice as it existed at present was against
early tradition.
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Q13.

Q13.

Based on your understanding of the hierarchy of courts in India,

complete the following pyramidal structure and answer the
questions that follow.

[ A ]

‘ B. HIGH COURT

13 A. Complete the above pyramidal structure in correct order.
Ans: A- Supreme Court, C- District Court

13 B. How are the different levels of courts connected to each
other in India?

Ans:

a) It means that the decisions made by higher courts are binding
on the lower courts.

b) The appellate system exists in India which means that a person
can appeal to a higher court if they believe that the judgment
passed by the lower court is not just.

13 C. Explain the significance of Public Interest Litigation. Ans:

i. Public Interest Litigation (PIL) introduced by the Supreme Court
in 1980’s, to increase access to justice

ii. Any individual or organization can file a PIL on behalf of whose
rights are violated, even a letter or telegram will do

OR
13 A. “Courts take decisions on a very large number of issues."

In this context, explain the Role of the Indian Judiciary.
Ans:

1+2+2

4+1=5
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a. Dispute Resolution- settles all kinds of disputes/fights
between citizens, state governments, central government.

b. Judicial Review- Can strike down a law passed by the Indian
Parliament if it is against the basic structure of the Constitution
c. Upholding Law and enforcing Fundamental Rights- anyone
can approach the court if their fundamental rights are violated.
d. Court of records- The judgment, proceedings, and acts of the
Supreme Court are recorded and used for reference.

e. Appellate jurisdiction- a person can appeal to a higher court if
they believe that the judgment passed by the lower court is not
satisfactory.

13 B. How is the Judiciary in India Independent?

Ans:

Once appointed by the President, Judges cannot be removed
either by the President or the Government.

Q14.

Q14.

“It has often been said that the Congress in the first twenty years
was “moderate” in its objectives and methods.” Draw and
complete the following table highlighting how the politics of the
Radicals was different from that of the Moderates.

BASIS OF Moderates Extremists
DIFFERENCE
1.AIM Their main aim was | Their main aim
to get some was to get self-
socio- economic- rule.
political
reforms.
2.IDEOLOGY They were passive | [J They were
in active in nature,
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nature, [ Believed in
Believed in non- use of violence.
violence.
3.METHODOLOG | They believed in 3 | They believed in
Y P’s Policy- methods like
[ Petition, [J demonstration,
[J Protest [ hartals,
[ Prayer. (] strikes,
[ picketing,
(] bonfires etc.
4.DEMANDS Demanded ] They
representation emphasised the
in Legislative importance of
Councils self-reliance and
[J Conduct of Civil |constructive
Services work.
Examination in [J They people
India must rely on
their
own strength,
people must fight
for swaraj.
5.LEADERS ] Dada Bhai Lala Lajpat Rai,
Naroji, Bal Gangadhar
[J W.C. Bonnerjee, | Tilak,
[} Surendranath Bipin Chandra
Bannerjee, Pal etc.
[J Pherozeshah
Mehta etc.
OR

Why did Gandhiji chose to break the Salt Law? Briefly explain
the Salt March undertaken by Gandhiji.

Ans:

[1 Mahatma Gandhi along with other nationalists reasoned that it
was sinful to tax salt since it is such an essential item of our food
which is equally consumed by both rich and poor.

1 Gandhiji and his followers marched for over 240 miles from
Sabarmati to the coastal town of Dandi where they broke the
government law by gathering natural salt found on the seashore,
and boiling sea water to produce salt.

(] Peasants, tribals and women participated in large numbers.
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[1 REACTION- The government tried to crush the movement
through brutal action against peaceful satyagrahis. Thousands
were sent to jail.

Q15.

Q15.

A. Locate and Label the place where the sepoys of the regiment
refused to do the army drill using the new cartridges Meerut

AnNs:
To mark Meerut

B. Identify and Label the place where the peasants struggled
against the Indigo plantation system

Ans:

Champaran
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